
Suminagashi Lesson Plan

Subject: Grade 10 Art    Unit: Expression & Making Meaning    Topic: Suminagashi      Duration: 60 minutes
	OUTCOMES FROM ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

	General Learning Outcomes:

Students will gain a full set of experiences: individual, visual, learning, communicative, creative, cultural and environmental experiences.

	Specific Learning Outcomes:
SLO 1: Expression – Component 10 (iii) Media and Techniques: Students will use media and techniques, with an emphasis on mixing media and perfecting techniques in painting and print making arts.

· Concept B. Painting: Experiment with the medium to explore its possibilities.

· Concept C. Print Making: Make monoprints working directly with a surface.

SLO 2: Reflection – Component 3 Appreciation: Students will interpret artworks by examining their context and less visible characteristics.

· Concept A. Contextual information (historical, cultural).

· Concept E. Art is valued for different reasons; e.g., aesthetic, economic, symbolic, associative

	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	Students will:

1.  Experiment with paint and print making techniques of Suminagashi - Japanese marbling methods. 
2.  Make coloured monoprints working with a water surface.
3.  Identify the origin of Suminagashi and its historical uses in traditional Japanese culture.

4.  Appreciate the value of the aesthetic and symbolic aspects of this craft by written communication.

	ASSESSMENTS

	Formative Assessments: 
1.  Observing student interaction and innovation with the activity and their ability to follow procedures.

3.  Questioning students on terms and cultural aspects of the craft during activity introduction; questioning their visual observations during modeling of activity; and questioning functional aspects during activity follow-up and closure.
Summative Assessments:  

2. & 4.  Based on completion of final product: Suminagashi bookmark with two to four written words conveying individual reflection upon recognition of his/her own unique traits.

	LEARNING RESOURCES CONSULTED

	1.  Alberta Education, Elementary Art Program of Studies
2.  Online resource: Yoju’s Studio (2010). Suminagashi. What is Suminagashi? Retrieved October 23, 2010, from www.artbyoju.com/sumi.html.

3. Pluckrose, H. (Ed.). (1980). Print Ideas: The New Starting Points. London: Evans Brothers Limited.

4. Stevens, H. (1974). Transfer: Designs, Textures and Images. Worcester, Massachusetts: Davis Publications, Inc.

	MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

	1.  Materials: Shallow plastic basin, Tap water, Paper towels or cloths, Plastic yogurt lid, Thin    Paintbrushes/ Miscellaneous tools (toothpicks), Marbling dye kit, Paper, Newsprint, Pencils, Scissors, Rulers.

2.  Japanese Marbling Procedure handout.

3.  Suminagashi summary information handout.

4. “Identify Your Personal Qualities” handout.

5. Whiteboard directions on bookmark activity (Learning Activity #2)

6. Origami Sponge Activity: scrap paper and directions handout.

	PROCEDURE

	Introduction (15 min.):
	

	Attention Grabber: Have on display some Suminagashi examples (on the wall and or on a table). 
Assessment of Prior Knowledge: Ask: What is Suminagashi? Where does it originate? What is it used for? How does it work? Distribute the Suminagashi handout to the students and review and explain the concepts in the handout. (5 min.) Follow up with “let’s see how this works” and give a demonstration. 

Classroom Behaviour: Have the students form a circle around the demonstration table in a slow and careful manner. Ask that the tall students stand behind the shorter students. Next, distribute the Japanese Marbling Procedures handout and have the students follow along. 

Feedback: During the demonstration, ask the students: What is observed about the process? Why do the colours float on the surface of the water? How do environmental factors affect the pattern? What do they notice about the end product? (5 min.)

Advance Organizer/Agenda: You have begun to observe that this printing process creates an original print each time. Now you will have an opportunity to explore and experiment with this print technique on your own and then share with a partner any discoveries you may have made. Outline the objectives of the activity for the students. Ask if there are any questions before we get started. (3 min.)

	Body (40 min.):

	Learning Activity #1:
Review guidelines and rules for working with the materials. Assign students to workstations that have been set up. Depending on the class size, combine an even number of workstations together. Have students work in pairs or in sets of four. Ensure materials to be shared are centered on the table. Allow the students to complete two to four prints. Observe the student’s skills, attitudes and behaviour as they work independently and together. Give students 20 minutes to complete, with timed benchmarks (10 min./ 5 min.) for finishing up. When this time is up, have students discuss their observations with their partners or small groups. 

Feedback: After two minutes of pair-share time, gain their attention. Have a whole class discussion and find out what new things the students had learned. Use the popsicle stick method to call on and select five students to share their observations. Record these ideas on the whiteboard. Ask if there are any other observations that anyone else would like to add. (3 min.)

Transition into the next activity: Explain the procedure for clean up. Tell the students they are to reserve one print for the next activity in this lesson. Advise the students to keep their other prints from today for the next art class. Explain that these prints will be used to make the covers for an art journal book they will be making. Allow the students five minutes for clean up.
Learning Activity #2:
Reflective question: Ask the students: How does this art form relate to you as an individual? Wait five seconds and then respond by writing on the board: Each one of you is Unique. Tell the students they are think about what makes them special and what qualities set them apart from everyone else. Distribute the Identify Your Personal Qualities handout. Explain that each student is to come up with two to four unique traits that describe him/ herself. Read aloud to the students some examples from the handout. Tell the students they are to incorporate their name plus their special traits onto their print. Explain that they will need to be mindful of how they place the text on the print so that it agrees with the design of the print. Provide a demonstration on the whiteboard for the students to see with the procedure of this activity (size of the print to be cut for the bookmark). (5 min.) 

Feedback: Ask if there are any questions in what they are to do. Explain to the students that will be evaluated on the way they design and compose their name and personal traits on the bookmark. Give them 15 min. to complete with timed benchmarks (10 min./5 min.). When the time is up, have students submit their bookmarks by having one member from each group collect the work and bring it forward.

Sponge Activity: Have students work on origami exercise if completed early.

	Closure (5 min.):      
	 

	Assessment/ Feedback of Learning: Ask: What have we learned about Suminagashi? What does Sumi mean? And –nagashi? Where did it originate? What two things did you observe about the process? What can we do with this print?
Give students feedback on their performance and behaviour.

Transition To Next Lesson: Explain that the prints made in today’s class will be used in the following art class to make the front and back cover of an art journal book. 
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